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subject, and that Marmont had said ho was wounded before
this movement took place; he said he did not know if this
was true, but it might be, as there had been continual, fight-
ing for some time previous.    I asked him why Bonaparto
had not himself eome to Spain to attack him; and if ho hud
with a great force, whether he would have driven him out.
He replied that he thought Napoleon had Hatiafiod ImiiHulf
that it would be a work of great difficulty, and what wan UIOJPO,
of great length, and he had no mind to embark in it; and
that the French certainly would not have driven him out: lie
should have taken up some position, and have boon enabled
to baffle the Emperor himself just as he hud dono IUH
marshals.   He thinks that Napoleon's military Hyatonn com-
pelled him to employ his armies in war, when they invariably
lived upon the resources of the countries they ooenpwd, and
that France could not  have maintained thorn,   N,H  nlio
must have done if he had made peace: peace, tlim*ofore,
would have brought about (through the army it-Holf)  \m
downfall., He traces the whole military Hynteiu of Fmneo
from its first organisation during the Roi$n of Torror, in a
letter in the tenth volume of the Despatches*   I ttNltnd liim
how he reconciled what he had said of tilio extraordinary
discipline of the French army with their unsparing and
habitual plunder of the country, and he said tlatt though
they plundered in the most remorseless way, them* wan order
and discipline in their plundering, and while they took front
the inhabitants everything they could lay tlum1 luuitU upon, it
was done in the way of requisition, and that they pltmtlorod
for the army and not for themselves individually, but they wore
reduced to great shifts for 'food*   At the battle of Fiwntes
d'Onor he saw the French soldiers carry off horgon that wero
killed to be cooked and eaten in another part of tlio field,
* I saw particularly with my own eyes one horso put upon a
cart drawn by two bullocks (they could not afford to kill the
bullocks), and drawn off;  and I desired a man to watch
where the cart went, and it was taken to another French
division for the horse to be eaten.    Now we never wera
reduced to eat horseflesh/   I remarked that he alluded in